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The idea that in the library of nearly every practitioner in the professions of both
Physic and Law there has been for some time a small gap among the books, which
could be filled by a little work like this now submitted, has induced the author to
prepare and publish the following pages. While it is hoped that this little work will
prove of use to the members of the Legal and Medical Professions, it is intended to be
suggestive rather than exhaustive—a primer not an encyclopaedia; and it is not
expected that it will obviate the necessity for frequent conferences between
physicians and lawyers whenever, in the practice of either, questions arise requiring
the experience of the other. In most cases the very words of the judges and reporters
have been used, and if any expressions are noticed that may be deemed over strong it
will be found that they are the words of others: the author’s aim has been rather to
act as an humble compiler and citer of cases, than to obtrude opinions or theories of
his own. Brief chapters on Dentists and Druggists have been given because of the
intimate connection between these gentlemen and the members of the medical
profession. With great diffidence this book is committed to the tender mercies of the
critics of these two learned professions—to those who can so effectually wield the
pen, the tongue and the scalpel. - Summary by Robert Vashon Rogers - from the
preface
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